Mayor joins fight
to save base

‘IN THE THIRTIES 12,500 LEFT MERTHYR’

Foreign

AS Hoover manay
ment and trade unions
continue their fight for

. Government action to
cut cheap imports. Dan
ONeill finds out what
worries people in the
town . . .

THE notice on the
board in the social club

on Merthyr's vast
Gurnos Estate
announced a cricket

match to came between
the Lord's Taverners
and Hoover Ltd.

“Those hoping to appear,”
said the notice, Include Max
Boyce, Gareth Edwards, Colin

Subject, of cour:
cluded the notice,
commitments.”

“We ought to put that in
about the Hoover team as
well,” observed a snooker
player. “The way things are
going we'll have trouble field-
ing a side, t00.”

No one expects the giant
Hoover company to be that
short of manpower by the end
“of this month. But while they
were still absorbing the news
that there will-be 200 job
losses and a three-week
month for the remaining 4,000
workers, the men in the club
and in the town were predict-
ing that “this is Just the begin-
ning.”

to other

John Powell, at 75, has no
worries about work — He's
done his share, he says. “But I
was at Hoover years ago. And
I'll tell you one thing... . every-
one thought Hoover was for-
ever. It was like the Bank of
England. When they have got
trouble at Hoover we've all got

r trouble.”

attac

You can easily spot the
trouble facing the company
nationally by examining one
of this year's autumn mall-
order catalogues.

In it is a picture of a neat
and compact little vacuum
cleaner. It comes from Poland
— and costs about £20 less
than its nearest British equi-
valent.

In the first three months of
this year 31,000 of them came
to Britain. Another 40,000
arrived from Switzerland
where they were alleged to
have been made — although
Switzerland has no vacuum
cleaner manufacturers.

There, then, are 71,000
reasons to help explain why
200 South Wales workers plus
another 200 in other Hoover
factories will be out of work,
while. 8.600 workers in

ks on
'‘Bank of

England’

Detectives hunt
city rapist

DETECTIVES . INVESTIGATING

rape in Cardiff during the
there may be more than
have been in the area at

As a team of 40 detéctives
continued house to house in-
q Detective Chief
Inspector Bob Evans said
police were still anxious to

Bunday by the back lane run-
ning between Partridge Road
and Elm Street.

The 26-year-old victim of
the assault passed the group
shortly before she was
attacked.

“It is possible the three
people seen in the land could
have been making their way
home from either the Four
Elms public-house, the BBC
club or the Roath Conserva-
tive Club," sald Det Chief Insp
Evans.

““There were about 80 people
attending a folk night at the
BBC Club and there were
other people at the public-

the second
past two weeks believe
100 people who might
the time.

Echo Reporter

house and the Conservative
Club. All these people are
potential witnesses who could
help us.”

The rape victim was con-
fronted by a man in a nearby
back lane when she lost her
way. She had got off a New-
port bus in Newport Road and
had with her a dog, which was
a cross between a collle and a
spaniel.

Her attacker is described as
between 20 and 24 years of age
and 6ft tall. He had a bro
bulld and his large round face
was clean shaven. He had
medium cut, dark brown hatr
with a side parting and was
wearing a light coloured card)-

gan and a dark shirt.

DONTLEAVEITTOOLATE!

Plan for O Levels now!

WESTBOURNE SCHOOLS

Independent Day School in Penarth

o
Westbourne Primary Department

Age group 5-8
Westbourne House Preparatory,

Age group 813

Westbourne Boys College,

Age group 13-16
(]

Application forms from
THE HEADMASTER'S SECRETARY

Tel 705705/707861

4 Hickman Road, P.
100 yds from Railway Station
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Merthyr, Scotland
London face short time,

The main problem facing
Merthyr comes not from
Poland but Italy, the head-
Quarters of Indesit, a com-
pany that has been undercut-
tng Hoover for years. Indesit
is believed to have a stockplle
of 500,000 washing machines
avallable.

1f these were dumped on the
market the situation would be
impossible for Hoover. Add
cheap East German irons and
Eastern European refrigera-
tors and you begin to see the
way the problem can grow.

The ‘Thirties

Poland, East Germany,
Italy — all pretty remote from,
say, the King's Arms on
Merthyr's High Street. But
men like Bill Lioyd have been
made abruptly aware of those
countries by the news coming
out of Hoover that day — and
merriment in the King’s Arms
Was not up to the usual stan.
dard.

Bill Lioyd — “They call me
Shw'mae" is 68. He
remembers those other hard
times.

“In the ‘Thirties 12,500 men
left Merthyr. No work, see.
And now I fear it's coming
again. This is just the begin-
i

and

1t'4 cushioned, of course, in
a way that those other
Merthyr men could never have
imagined. During the close-
down weeks the production
workers will get 75 per cent of
thelr pay and those employees
finishing will get redundancy
pay. Last year Hoover cut the
workforce nationally by 3,000
Jobs — at a cost of almost £2m
in redundancy payments.

The problem is, says Bill
Lloyd, that there seems no
solution.

Hoover's profits dropped
from £21m in 1975 to £1.9m
last year. Profits in the first
quarter of this year were
£2,324,000, in the second
quarter £170,000.

These are the ominous facts
which make women like Mrs
Elizabeth Humphreys fear for
the future in the area.

Just beginning

“I have d three-year-old son,
Lee. I can't see him ever grow-
ing up and getting a job in
Merthyr.” Then, like old John
Powell, she makes the com-
parison that is no longer valid:
“We always thought Hoover
was as safe as the Bank of
England.”

The feeling repeated over
and over is that this is just the
beginning. In the context of
national unemployment
figures 200 redundancies and
a three-week month are not
catastrophic.

Merthyr is not In the posi-
tion of an isolated village
which sees its only pit close —
something that has happened
100 often in South Wales over
the years

“But it's coming, predicts
Mrs Gladys Williams, a
cleaner in the Gurnos Social
Club. Her son works at the
factory and she Is not optimis.
tic about his future,

“'We thought Hoover was for
lite. If you got a Job there that

iUl affect all the town. The

shopkeepers will suffer. And

the youngsters leaving school

— well, what Is there for
m?”

A PLEA FOR a stay of execution for the
“‘unique” Roman naval base discovered at
Barry has come from the mayor of the
town, Coun Don Whitchurch.

A group of about 20 councillors from the Vale
of Glamorgan Borough Council, South Gla-

morgan County Council and B:

Town Council

visited the site with the mayor last night.

The history of the site and
the excavation work being
carried out was explained to
them by Mr Gareth Dowdell,
director of the Glamorgan-
Gwent Archaeological Trust.

The mayor said he was
deeply int{jested in the site
and sald it changed the whole
history of the town. Barry
town council would now be
writing to the Welsh Office to
see if money could be found to
preserve it.

‘Protected’

Bullding work is due to start
on the site in two weeks time.
Mr Kelth Hawkins, director of
Provincial Properties (Wales)
Limited, who own the land,
has sald he would be willing to
enter into negotiations with
the Welsh Office.

Alfter touring the site, Coun
Whitchurch said: “The exca-
vation of this Roman butlding
has shown the richness of
Barry's heritage. How we care
and protect that heritage is
our responsibility and that re.
sponsibllity cannot be lightly

“Too much of our heritage
has been destroyed during
this century — dare we risk
any more? Surely the Welsh
Office can find sufficient
finance to ensure this Roman
bullding is protected for
future generations

“Task the developers of this
site to allow a stay of execu-
tion to see what can be done
to try 1o preserve it for the
people of Barry,” he sald.

e e

Shotgun
found next
to body

SOUTH Wales Folice are In.
vestigating the death of a 29-
year-old married man whose
body was found at his home
yesterday.

Mr Michael Brett Phillips,
who had one child, was found
by a friend, Mr Robert Rou-
sell, in the front bedroom of
his home in Penybryn, Glyn-
coch, near Pontypridd

Mr Rousell, of Gwaun Road,
Rhydyfelin, was staying with
Mr Phillips at the time. Mrs
Phillips was not at home.

A police spokesman said Mr
Phillips had extensive head
Injuries and a 12-bore shotgun
was found beside the body.
The Mid Glamorgan (North)
coroner has been Informed
and a post mortem examina-
tion was due to be carried out
today at East Glamorgan Hos-
pital, Church Village. Foul
play was not suspected
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RECORD
SAFETY
IN UK
MINES

THE number of
accidents in British
coal mines in 1979 was
the lowest  ever
recorded, says a report
out today.

There were 46 denths and
473 men seriously Injured
compared with 63 deaths and
494 Injuries in 1978

The report. from the Health
and Safety Executive, says
“This was a commendable
achievement in view of the
fact that the year was marred
by the explosion at Golborne
Colliery on March 18, 1979,
where 10 men died and one
was serfously Injured,” states
the report on mines and quar-

The Health and Safety Com-
mission in their annual report,
say that reported accidents
throughout industry in 1979
fell to approximately 319,000
— the lowest recorded in the
decade.

Act Works

The report for 1979-80 says
the first five years of the
Health and Safety at Work
Act also brought a substantial
reduction in fatal accidents at
work

These decreased from 651 in
1974 to 544 in 1979, and there
were less marked reductions
In overall accident rates.

The foreword states that
comparison of the figures for
1675-79 with the previous five
years, 1970-74, shows that the
fatal accident rate fell by
nearly a quarter in construc-
tion, and by a fifth tn manu-
facturing.

It adds that comparison
between the two periods for
non-fatal accidents Is more
difficult

“In manufacturing, the
reported accident rate fell
only slightly between the two
periods, and in construction
by much less than the fatal
accident rate.”

ARMY MOVES IN

The armed forces in Sur.
inam, formerly Dutch Guiana,
last night indefinitely sus-
pended parllament, a Sur-
inam Foreign Ministry state-
ment sald. A state of emer-
gency was declared five days
ago amid allegations of a coup
threat,

MEDICAL physics

Hospital.

Huw, now 27, was just @ bal
in

But 24 years later hes has

workshop at the hospital.

flight section of the
Office ot Farnborough.

University
As well as carrying out rout

treatment of concer through
cells.

technician
Denis Griffiths and his son, Huw,
have teamed up at Cardiff's Velindre

his 58-yeor-old father joined the hospital staff
1956.

the some department as bis Dod. Father and
sone are pictured obove in the technicions’

Prior to completing o physics degree ot
Bristol University and later o PhD in Xray
ostronomy he ottended Cathays High School.

27-year-old Huw will do research into the

“Satisfaction in one’s work counts for o

GRIFFITHS AND SON

Mr

be in orms when

started work in

Huw joined the hospital 14 days oge after
spending several yeors working for the weether
research

Meteorological

tine Xroy work,

the heating of

Dad and lad areu

colleagues at
Velindre

Hospital
lot,” soid Huw. “I find my job rewarding and
o

Mr Griffiths, senior, of Heathwood Road,
Heath, CordiH, spent eight yeors ot Cardiff
Royal Infirmary before assuming his present
post. His son lives ot the family home.

I will not see o great deal of Huw bscouse
our jobs do not run on parallel lines. It did not
occur to me that one day | might be working
with one of my own children” he said.

High rate

lof interest
hits bank’s’
profits

3|

HIGH Interest levels
absorbed £3.9m of the
Commercial Bank of
Wales's profits in the
first six months of this
year, leaving a group
profit before taxation
of £537,000

Profits before interest pay-
ments and tax stood at
£4,431,000 compared to
£2.415,000 for the same period
of 1979. Interest charges of
£3,894,000 for the six months
to June 30, 1980, compared
with £1,811,000 for the same
six months last year and
£4360.000 for the whole of
1979

ted” and
reflected the high cost of
money to the group’s subsidi-
ary Forthright Finance Ltd.
The six month's profit is
slightly down on the figure for,
the first half of 1979 (£604,000)
but 8ir Julian said: “Growth,
d

uring the period been’
satisfactory, particularly;
ha to the many,
projects that our customers
have felt it prudent to post.|
the current reces<

rgod |
than 50 per cent since June!
last year, he added. t

{

Aid to jobs ]

8ir Julian referred to the|
crisis In the Welsh

Industries,” he X
nl:y'mﬂlo!rywbll!
a role in encouraging indus+
tries which could offer jobs to}
school leavers. “We know froms
our own e:
lead time In
e:
its workforce is a long one ands
the provision of finance alone,
is

The financial advice and help!
which the executives and staff;
of the bank are able to give tos
our customers and potential!
customers is of equal lmpat}

i

tance.” 8ir Jullan added.

In his statement to share-
holders he says the bank are’
in close contact with local
authorities and other Institu-
tions in Wales — “for it is our
avowed Intention to continue
making as large a contribu-
tion as possible to the promo*
tion of new enterprises in the
Welsh economy which we are

GUARD KILLED

El Salvador’s Public Works
Minister Jorge Alberto Mor-
ales Guillen survived an
tion attempt today

when his car was machine-
gunned. but one.of his body-
guards was killed and two

Again
Travel

- Excess.

You have £500 or more to invest and
want to exceed the normal building society

share rate. But you don’t want to lock your
money up. You want Provincial Special Shares.
Call Mr. Malcolm Starr on 0792 52196 and
ask him to put you in the picture. Or contact
one of our other branches at Cardifl; Merthyr
‘Tydfil, Newport, Swansea or Haverfordwest,

PROVINCIAL BUILDING SOCIETY

offers something
lifferent

FROM CARDIFF AIRPORT

AUSTRIAN
LAKES
TYROL

4 nights INNSBRUCK
and 3 nights
ST WOLFGANG
7 nights departing
Sth October

£187.85
Cost includes fuil board,
invore a0,

roeh
9’
RICHARDS TRAVEL LTD
10 COWELL &

LLANELL]
Tel 05542/50565

(9¢4743 23,

Mr Sidney Ellis,

from where it was taken.

left, with Coun Ben Thomos and
about dumped in his garden. An arrow

the round-
points to the playground

THERE may be fairies

at the bottom of

numerous gardens, but

there cannot be many

~ of the little people who

play on man-sized
roundabouts.

Pensioner Sid Ellis couldn't

belleve his eyes when he found

a steel

Rhymney Valley council flat.

others were Injured, police
d.

——
Echo Reporter
—_—

overall it is a serious prob-
lem.”

A spokesman for Rhymney
Valley District Council, who
established the playground,
sald the roundabout had been

3hop for repair. It will even.
tually be returned to the Tre.
cenydd playground.

But his disbelief turned to r
anger when he realised van. |
dals had taken the four-seater

dumped it In his garden, at
Second Avenue, Caerphilly.

And local councillor Mr Ben
Thomas says he has had
numerous complaints from
people living near the play-
ground about beer-drinking
youngsters gathering there
late at night

Mr Ellis, aged 66. spotted
the strange plece of garden
equipment yesterday morning
and Coun Thomas, who also
lives on the Trecenydd Estate,
said residents were regularly
disturbed by nolsy teenagers
meeting at the playground

Sea warning

LIFEGUARDS at Porthcaw!
have repeated their appeal to
people not to use inflatable

and airbeds at sea
after two people ‘were rescued
off Rhych Point, Parthcawl,
yesterday.

The couple, Mark Jones,
aged 24, of Wellingtonla Close,
Gurnos, Merthyr, and
Jeanette James, aged 18, of
Plane Grove, Gumnos, were in
difficulties after their infla.
table raft drifted out to sea on
an ebb tide driven by strong

The pair had been swept off
the raft when they were
picked up by the RNLI in
shore lifeboat. Both were later
released from Bridgend

General Hospital where they
were treated for shock
Mr Gareth Lloyd, one of the
lifeguards at Coney Beach,
Porthcawl, sald lifeguards
swam out to save the couple
and were assisted by two
surfers until the inshore life.
at arrived
We would repeat our
appeals o people, especially
with the present strong winds
and strong currents, they
should not take anything in-
flatable into the sea. Even
beach balls are dangerous
because they tend to blow Into
the sea and then people are
tempted to f@low them.” he
said

—

Latest act

“We have seen definite evi-
dence of these mee! with
beer cans and cider bottles
strewn “round the -

d. \
“This s the latest act of van._.
dalism as a result It must
have been quite a job to un-
screw the roundabout from its”
central pole and carry it the
100 yards to Mr Ellis's garden.
“This lar plece of
¢quipment had only been on
the estate for about a year and
already the seats have been
ripped off The police have
been informed and 1 woulc
like to impress upon peopie
that vandalism concerns
everybody
““There may be a funny side

to this particular tncident but

Teacher in
rail death

A 60-YEAR-OLD Rhondda
schoolteacher died yesterday

when he was struck by a train
on the Treherbert to Treorchy
line.

Mr Stephen Teifryn Parry,

Wood
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of Tynybedw Terrace
Treorchy. was killed when he

was struck by a diesel locomo-
tive near the Tylacoch,
Treorchy footbridge at
1032am

The Mid Glamorgan North
coroner, Mr John Morgan, has
been informed and & post-
mortem was due to be carried
out tod:

Baby panda
dies at zoo

‘THE world's tirst panda born

naturally in captivity died

today, Mexico City 200 offi-
sald.

nt
Luls Echeverria when he
visited Peking in 1975

Zoo officlale said Yin Yin
must have fallen asleep while
nuraing the cub and acciden-

Access.

Provincial Special  Shares  is

the

tally crushed it

ideal account for people who like to
put money aside, but {un'(' aceess 1o it
just in case they need it. Call Mr. Malcolm
Starr on 0792 52196 for the facts.

Or contact one of our other branches
at Cardiff. Merthyr “Ivdfil, Newport,
Swansea or Haverfordwest.

PROVINCIAL BUILDING SOCIETY




