Lockdown project inspires
incredible new book by one
of the UK’s finest photographers

‘Wow! What a beautiful book. A book as picturesque
and enticing as the coastline it celebrates. | defy
anyone who opens it and relishes the beauty on
every page not to seize their walking boots and
head to Pembrokeshire immediately!

Kate Humble

‘An absolute stunner of a book about one of
Britain's most beautiful counties by one of our
finest photographers. If you're a fan of glorious
landscapes, superb scenery and wonderful wildlife,
this book deserves pride of place on your shelves!”
lolo Williams

From the colourful Georgian houses of Tenby’s
seafront and spectacular starry skies above Carew
Castle to miles of superb beach and reminders of
the area’s cultural and industrial history, the 186-
mile Pembrokeshire Coast Path offers breathtaking
landscapes and wildlife along every stretch.

A native of the ‘Shire’, award-winning photographer
Drew Buckley’s local knowledge, together with the
quality and variety of his images, take the reader
on a stage-by-stage journey as they traverse the
book’s pages. Beginning in Amroth and ending

in the village of St Dogmaels, each section is
informatively introduced and comes complete with
a route map and location diagrams for ease of
reference, revealing hidden gems along some of the
finest coastal scenery in Britain. Ideal for readers
planning their next trip or reminding themselves of
favourite locations, Drew explains that the book was
first conceived when visiting was impossible:

‘For a while, I've wanted to produce a book on
Pembrokeshire, specifically the coast path, and
showcase the vast library of images | have taken
over the last decade or so. It was during the
lockdown in 2020 that the idea for this book came to
life. While Wales was effectively closed, many were
stuck indoors and visiting Pembrokeshire wasn't
allowed - it was a very dark time for some. So, |
started posting a daily update on my social media
pages, a virtual coast path photo tour to cheer
people up, reminding them of what was still out
there once restrictions lifted. With each day’s post
I made my way along the coast path and included
accompanying images with a description of the
route covered between sections.
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‘Over the following weeks, the likes and shares
started to snowball and there was a real following
growing, with viewers eager to see the next section
in the tour. Thirty-odd days later, on completing the
virtual coast path tour, many suggested the idea
should be turned into a photo book, so here it is!’

Drew’s many accolades include being highly
commended in the British Wildlife Photography
Awards on four occasions and winning awards at
the GDT European Wildlife Photographer of the Year,
the International Garden Photographer of the Year,
Landscape Photographer of the Year at the National
Photography Awards, Outdoor Photographer of the
Year and Bird Photographer of the Year. His work has
been featured in countless magazines, such as BBC
Countryfile, BBC Wildlife, Outdoor Photography, Digital
SLR, Photo Plus, The Great Outdoors and Country
Walking, as well as national newspapers such as
The Times and the Guardian.

Pembrokeshire: Discovering the Coast Path publishes
18 July 2023. To request review copies, interviews
or images for use with editorial please contact
daniel(dgraffeg.com.
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Introduction

Pembrokeshire boasts Britain’s only designated
coastal National Park, famed for its stunning
coast, seaside villages, quaint fishing harbours
and vast, sandy beaches. There are interesting
sights along every single mile, all accessible
thanks to the 1846-mile coastal path that takes in
every turn, dip and ascent.

1 am very fortunate to call Pembrokeshire my home and have
grown to know the area intimately over the past thirty-plus
years. Being 2 lover of the great outdoors first and foremast,
and now 2 professional landscape and wildlife photographer
for the Last thirteen, there are many exciting things to see
throughout the year and there’s no better place to explore wi
acamera. book may show 3
it's not abways glorious light and rainbows here! | have my
patience tested daily, and many scenes | have planned take

gl dvisits until | truly get th ons for
the photo | gesire.

I've wanted to produce ook on Perrbrokeshire for some
time, specifically on the coast path, to shawcase the vast
library of images | have taken over the last decade or so.
Itwas uring the lockdawn in 2020 that the idea really

came to life. While Walas was effectively closee”. visits to
Pembrokeshire weren't allawee. Many were stuck indoors an¢
it was a very dark time for some. so | started posting a daily
update of a virtual coast path phato tour to cheer peaple up,
reminding them of what was still out there arce restrictiors
lifted. With each day’s post | mate my way alang the coast

path, including a description of the route covered between
sections plus accom panying images. Over the follawing
wesks, the likes and sheres started ta snowbell and there was
2 real following growing. with viewers eager to see the next
section of the tour. Dn completing this thirty-odd days later.
many suggested the idea should be turned into  photo book.

sa here it is!

Since then, I've taken some new images, filling in some of the
gaps in myimage library. It's not a definitive walking guide
by any means, nor was it ever meant to be. You won't find
grid references or mileage markers. but whatyou will find

is a photographer’s journey of the coast path from sameone
who lives here, not orly shewing the popular locations but a
few secret gems too. | hope you will enjoy exploring my home
county with me.

Drew Buckley

Introduction
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Amroth to
Saundersfoot

We visit the start of the werld-famous 186-mile coast pathat
the lovely Amrath.

The coast path is defined by the main pavement that follows the
beach seafront, but if the tide’s out I opt for 2 strall along the
sand insteac, which will alsa give you close views of the urique
graynes that are dotted along the beach.

Around alfa mile later, you'll head up over the pebble bank
and find the path again at the bottorr of the woods. This clirks
steeply out of Amroth, so do take some time to enjoy the great
views across the bay and across to Gower and Worms Head .

The iin before joining the road
inta the small coastal villzge 2t Wisemans Bridge. Hera you
will find 2 pub and a small beach backee by interesting rock
farmations. Crossing the bridge and joining onta the coast
agin. the path heas through a long tunnel into Cappet
HalL, then through arather shorter tunnel before arriving

at Saunersfoot’s sendy beaches. seeside shops 2nd quaint
harbour.

Amruth
Saundersiont @
.

Awintry sunrise at Amroth.

Armroth to Saurdersfoat
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A glarious summer's day
3t Tenby Harbour.

Sasrdersioot o Giltar Point 15




Waves swirl around
red rocks on Swarlake
beach.

Shrinkle to Freshwater East 33

Left: Early moming sun
shines on racks at Stackpole
OQuay.

Right: Pre-awn pastel
colours in the sky at
Stackpole Quay.

Abave: Eight-Arch Bridgeand  Right: Long exposure of the
Bosherston lily pondsonan  trailing stars aver St Govan's
autumn morning, Chapel. lt by the full moon.




Starry skies and the Milky
Way streak shove the
seaweed-drying hut.

Left: A short-eared owl hunts
aver the Carse felds in the
afterncon light.

Linney Heed to Angle Bay

I

Albion Sands to
Deer Park

Passing Albion Sands, we head out onto the Marloes Perinsuls
and pass many rocky bays - be sure to keep a lookout for rare
wildflowers ard coastl birds. Before long we arrive st the
Deer Park, where despita what tha name suggests ther arer't
any 6eer to be found. What the area lacks in deer. hawever, it
mzkes up for in wandarful views and an zbundance of wildlife.
The short, circular walkaround the headland is generally flat,
offering captivating panoramic coastal views, stunning gealogy
anc 3 vast array of flora and fauna. You'llfind yoursalf watching
charismatic choughs whirling through the air. while outat sea
arey sezls and porpoises play alongsice diving gannets with
the islands of Skomer and Skokholr for a backtrop, affering
an experience of island life without ever having to leave the
mainland.

Above: A chough on the

clifftops. .:’""";m_
Right: Caverns in the rocky

headland at the Deer Fark.






